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A Message from Rick Hansinger

Summer is passing quickly which means that fall is around
the corner and a new school year is fast approaching. For
our staff that did not work this summer school session, we
will welcome you back. Staff that have worked the summer
school session, you will have a break and then it is back to
greeting returning children as well as children new to our
program. As in previous years, we are challenged with
demographic changes and shifts in three and four year olds
in our community. Therefore, it will require us to adapt our
classroom configurations to ensure our program is of the
highest quality while sustaining the economic status of it.

As the summer winds down it will usher in a little quieter
time in Day Habilitation, at least we hope. So you can see
how the cycles in our programming work. The IRA’s, at
home Residential and Waiver Respite always seem to be
busy, non-stop for residential type programming, while Day
Habilitation gears up for the summer and quiets down a little
for fall. Preschool slows a little in the summer, but will be
back in full swing in September. The ebb and flow is a
constant reminder of how important the programming we
provide is to families and consumers. Everyone makes a
difference throughout the calendar year.

Enjoy the rest of your summer with your friends, staff,
consumers, families and prepare yourself for the school year
that is nearby.

Dolly Parton Imagination Library
By Nancy Tehan

It is beyond my wildest expectations that we could have had
so many children enrolled in the Imagination Library this
quickly! On this day, we have over 1,700 children
registered!! Thanks to the many supporters mentioned
below, all of the preschoolers in Cayuga County can now
have their own imagination library. Just think a book a
month until their fifth birthday. The first book all children in
the program receive is the Little Engine That Could. The
second book will be an age appropriate title of the highest
quality. Children will exit the program during the month of

their fifth birthday with the book titled Mrs. Bindergarten
Goes to Kindergarten. Enrollment brochures and online
registration are available at the E John Gavras center
locations and website www.gavrascenter.com.

This project moved so quickly because of the generous and
enthusiastic support from local foundations; Stardust
Foundation of Central New York, Fred L. Emerson
Foundation, Seanna M. Donley Memorial Fund, State
Senator Dave Valesky and Assemblyman Gary Finch, local
support from the Lockheed Martin Employees Federated
Fund, Auburn Rotary Club, United Way of Cayuga County,
Five Star Bank, The Citizen, Reva Rollerdrome, Lions Club
of Skaneateles, SAEYC, Owasco School OPT, Partnership
for Results, Herman Avenue Staff . Knights of Columbus
and Wal-Mart. The Cayuga Community College staff,
Library staff, Impact club, Early Childhood Club, PTK, and
many clubs have stepped forward and contributed in
numerous ways. And last, but definitely not least the many,
many generous private donations. Without all of that
support there would not be over 1,700 kids getting excited
about reading and their next book coming in the mail!

Success By 6 will continue to seek support from the
community for this very important project. An important
thought, High Scope/ Perry Evaluation of the DPIL reported
in 2003 that 66 -70 % of recipient families read more to their
children after they were enrolled in the Imagination Library,
We will work to have all families reading more to their
children once enrolled in the Imagination Library! Thank
you for the tremendous support and keep up the great
efforts!

(Nancy Tehan is our Success By 6 Coordinator)

Nancy Tehan, Barbara Gray and Rhonda Davis display a
donation from our local Wal-Mart. (Photo by Ellen Baumes)






