*%> The Growing Tree News

A Publication of the E. John Gavras Center

Operated by U.C.P.A. of Cayuga County, Inc.
Richard M. Hansinger, Executive Director

182 North Street Auburn, NY 13021

A United Way Agency Spring 2009
WWWw.gavrascenter.com

A Message from Rick Hansinger

Summer will be upon us shortly which signals the end
of the 2008-2009 regular preschool years. Our summer
session will begin on Monday. July 6 and run for thirty
days until August 14. This time of year, in addition to
having many ends of school vear activities both in
school age buildings as well as preschool buildings.
also brings us our Annual Board of Directors meeting
and staftf recognition dinner.

This event is always an exciting time. to honor our
volunteer board members and dedicated staff who
receive their incremental five year service awards.
This year we honored a total of twelve five year
recipients, and one each for ten, fifteen, twenty-five,
thirty-five and one fifty-six years. That is correct. |
said fifty-six years. This is how long UCPA of Cayuga
County. Inc. or as we all know it the E. John Gavras
Center has been in existence. Our Medical Directer.,
Dr. Henry Romano has been with us every day of
every year for our entire history. Such dedication truly
lies within the person who has believed and supported
our missions over the years.

On a personal note. | have been associated with this
agency since 1981 when I came in contact with Dr.
Romano. and I approach his final days with mixed
emotions. | am glad that he will take the step. mayvbe
relax a little. and enjoy his last job (I would sav mcre
of a vocation) in retirement. [ am sad that the
backbone of our agency. the one constant over the
vears, has been Dr. Romano and he is leaving. We will
miss you, selfishly of course. but hope that you enjoy a
very long and productive retirement. Together with
your wife Joann who has ridden along with vou all of
these years and kept you on task, may you both find
comfort and enjoyment from here on out.

As only Dr. Romano will do, he refused to leave us
until he placed us in good hands. Dr. Anwer has
agreed to come aboard (not too much arm twisting by
Dr. Romano) and we are very excited about this. As
many of you may know. Dr. Anwer has practiced in
our community for several years and therefore knows
many of the children who enter our programs. We
welcome Dr. Anwer aboard and although we told him
he had to stay and break Dr. Romano’s record. we truly
feel very fortunate to have a pediatrician of his caliber
step forward.

So to Dr. Anwer, welcome aboard, to staff who
received service awards. thank you for your dedication
and loyalty to the agency. and to Dr. Romano, alas. |
say farewell but not goodbye. We know you will still
drop in. just to see how we are doing and if we need
anything, that is who you are.

The final piece to report on is we have started the Dr.
Romano Preschool Fund if staft or parents are
interested in donating. This fund will be used to
support activities that take place in the preschool and
are a fitting tribute to a wonderful human being.
Checks should be made out to the EJG Foundation.

Inc. and marked for Dr. Romano Preschool Fund.

Dr Romano shows off a delicious cake at his last Administrative Team
Mecting. (Photo by Maura Barron)



Annual Board Dinner

The E. John Gavras Center Board of Directors welcomed the
staff to its Annual Board Dinner at the Auburn Holiday Inn
on Wednesday June 10. 2009. After a cocktails and a
delicious dinner, Rick Hansinger welcomed one and all and
presented service anniversary awards.

In addition, he announced the retirement of Dr. Henry
Romano who has been with the agency since its beginnings.
Dr. Farrukh Anwer will be stepping in as the second Medical
Director of the Agency. After a standing ovation, Dr.
Romano had kind words for us all.

Here are a few photos from the event (Photos by Lllen Baures): I1:1 Aide Carol Johnison reccives her 5}'cr serviee award
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Medicaid Service Coordinator Cindy Springstead receives her 3 vear awa
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Dr. Henry Romano graciously aceepted a token of our appreciation for 56
vears of dedication at the Annual Board Dinner.
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Community Resource Specialist Dawn Gates rece
award

Hamilion IRA Manager Chad Goodell receives his 5 vear award.







