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A Message from Rick Hansinger

The fall session has started and already we are in early
November and just now finding time to issue our first fall
2009 newsletter. So many things have already begun with
Preschool and Early Intervention beginning a new year. Day
Habilitation ending their summer session. IRA’s completing
their end of summer picnics, Residential Services in full
swing, Service Coordination always busy and the office
planning our annual basket raffle for families.

Given the economic challenges at both the federal and state
levels. we will be challenged more than ever to respond to
the needs of our community. Our hope is that staft will
remain as stress free as possible in order to continue
provision of our always high quality of services. We will
need to enlist an army of support both from our families and
staff, to help stave off massive cuts being proposed by the
Governor. These cuts will financially threaten all of our
programs and could lead to reduction in service provision to
our consumer base. Do not hesitate to send letters to the
Governor and Democrats located in the Assembly as we
need to protect our most vulnerable of populations.

On a more upbeat note, we will be rolling out a staff
wellness program in 2010 and to start it. every staff member
will be receiving a wellness gift. We look forward to
starting out 2010 on a positive note and remember. with
HINT in the news, promoting a healthier lifestyle will also
increase yvour defenses against the flu. We look forward to
kicking this off in the first quarter of 2010.

Save The Date

I'his year’s staff holiday party will be a cocktails and hors
d’euvres gathering to be held on Friday December | 1™ at
Highland Golf Club. More information will be sent very
soon. Mark your calendar and we hope 1o see you there!

VFW Post Donation

On August 20" the VFW Post 1975 Ladies Auxiliary held a
Queen of Hearts fundraiser and presented a generous
donation to the Gavras Center in the amount of $500. They
also donated to various other local charities. In addition.
they contributed money toward the June 2009 preschool
picnic. We are always thankful for the wonderful generosity
in our community.

Preschool Director Cathy Barrigar (right) along with Preschool Aide Lori
Crego (left) accepts a cheek tor $300.
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Holiday Basket Raffle

It’s never too early to start thinking about the annual holiday
basket raffle! There are already plans in the works already
from various departments to show off their creativity as well
as their generosity. Details of the event will be posted closer
to the holiday season. Talk this up at department meetings
to see what you're going to offer this year to benefit families
in need. and thanks in advance for your participation.



Question — What Do You Like Best
About the Gavras Center?

Singing in Harmony's class.....G.S. age 3
I like to work on the computer in speech....R.S. age 13

Talking to a lot of different people and integrating
everything into speech sessions....K.B. Speech Pathologist

Working with such friendly people and clients who work so
hard....G.F. Speech Pathologist

Being on the playground...l.L. age 4
Playing Princess with my friends...J.R. age 4
Friday Friendship Circle...M.D. Preschool Teacher

Seeing the kids smile...P.A. Preschool Aide

Apple Orchard Trip

The Preschoolers, their families and staff visited Owens
Orchard in early October to pick apples, learn about cider
pressing. ride the wagons through the orchards, and more.
Though the day was cold and damp. spirits were high and a
wonderful time was had by all. (Photos provided by the Red
Team)







