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A Message from Rick Hansinger

For our second newsletter | am asking all
employees to wake up, smell the coffee, tea, Pepsi
or Coke, whatever you use to jump start yourself
in the morning, and come on board with our
newsletters. We need to enlist your creative side
and have you send to Ellen pictures, articles, news
bites, whatever you have for inclusion in our
newsletters. You are the eyes and ears out in the
field and your feedback is extremely important. In
addition. you do great things and everyone in this
agency and the community needs to see and hear
about it. So your homework for the next issue.
send Ellen information. There will never be
enough so keep it coming.

The most important point of this article is a great
big thanks and Hooray, to all staff for a job well
done with this year’s United Way Campaign.
Through your generosity we smashed our goal and
smashed the pacesetter target. Generally a
pacesetter agency or company is asked to exceed
the previous campaign by 5% to 10%. You blew
it away by increasing over last year by 19%.
Fantastic job and I cannot express how grateful I
am for your support. The United Way supports
our agency and our successes, believes in us, and
gives us needed dollars so that we can provide
quality programming. When you donate so
generously, you are truly giving back to the

agency and our community. So thank you to all of

you out there who supported the campaign, you
are the hero this issue.

Upcoming Speech Conference
The Speech Department is hosting its' Thirteenth

Continuing Education Speech Conference titled:
"Young children on the Autism Spectrum:

Combining Applied Behavior Analysis & Speech-
Language Pathology". It will be held on
Wednesday, November 7th at the Auburn Holiday
Inn from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Registration is at
8:30 AM. The presenters are Dr. Karen Fried,
Director of Autism Services and Katherine
Lockwood, Chairperson of the Speech-Language
Pathology Department of the Franziska Racker
Centers in Ithaca, New York.

Currently, according to the CDC, the prevalence
of autism is 1 in 150 children. The focus of this
workshop will be on the importance of ABA
(Applied Behavior Analysis) professionals and
Speech-Language Pathologists to exchange
information and collaborate about children on the
autism spectrum so that we may maximize their
learning potential during their early formative
years.

For more information, please contact Laurie
Wheeler at the E. John Gavras Center by phone at
(315) 255-2746 or Patricia Cleaver by email at
patc(@gavrascenter.com.
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New Beginnings
by Tina Ward, Education Coordinator

Many people feel that spring is a time of renewal
and rejuvenation after a long cold winter. [ have
always felt that autumn can bring about that same
sense of beginnings and fresh starts. It’s a new
school year, newly decorated classrooms, and new
teachers. For me, it’s my own new beginning as
the Education Coordinator in the preschool. For






