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A Message from Rick Hansinger

I know you have heard comments from both federal and
state leaders as to the condition of our economy and of
course it is news you do not need reminders on. You only
have to visit a grocery or department store to see that prices
have risen dramatically in the past several months, and that
our economy and job outlook is very bleak. In addition,
leaders at the state level will again convene with the intent to
cut future dollars out of both the current and future budgets.

We are not sure how any cuts made will affect our program
delivery and revenue streams that we currently participate in,
however, | expect us to be revenue challenged going
forward. There is no way of knowing today, but based upon
previous news releases we should expect some type of
domino effect.

Our current process of putting together the 2009 budget
remains difficult with so many unknowns. The next few
years will challenge us in ways we never thought we would
be challenged, but | do believe we have the staff and the
know how to meet those challenges. It may come with some
pain, but truly, if we continue to deliver a quality service our
hope is that we will always survive and move forward.

Apple Orchard Trip

The Preschool took an apple picking trip to Owens Orchard
in October, and everyone had a wonderful time. Members
of the Blue Team and their families are pictured below.

(Photo courtesy of Kelly Holthy)

Fire Safety Visit

Captain Mark Fritz of the Auburn Fire Department visited
the Preschool to talk about fire safety. Here he demonstrates
the gear, along with Staff Member Lori Crego, that a fire
fighter wears.

(Photo courtesy of Maribeth Delany)

By explaining what the pieces are for and showing there is a
helpful person inside the equipment, it would help a child be
less fearful in an actual emergency situation. The children
had a great time and learned a lot from Capt. Fritz.

Holiday Basket Raffle

We will be holding our basket raffle again this year to
benefit our Christmas Families. There has been a challenge
made to all staff to participate.

Filled and decorated baskets need to be given to Barb Gray
by Monday December ™. The various baskets (or pictures)
will be displayed at all sites and raffled off on Friday
December 5", We will also offer a few baskets for an
additional raffle at the Holiday Party. We all look forward
to seeing what you individuals or departments put together.

PROMPT Conference

The Speech Department hosted The Prompt Conference at
the impressive new BOCES Campus on October 8th. Over
thirty Speech Pathologists attended and earned five
continuing education hours. This was the 16th continuing
education conference. Therapists were very enthusiastic






