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A Message from Rick Hansinger

We were very fortunate last week to receive a visit from
Senator Valesky. He toured our facilities at North Street and
we discussed a member item he procured for us a few
months ago. Our Dolly Parton Imagination Library has
taken off in Cayuga County. The original objective was to
have 600 children registered by the end of the year.
Currently, we have over 1800 children from birth to five
years of age registered and it is growing every day.

This is great news considering that over 30% of Cayuga
County’s population is illiterate. 1f we can have our children
reading or even listening to stories at a very young age, then
maybe we can reduce the percentages of literacy challenged
individuals. New studies also show that children, who read
or are read to at a very early age, have a greater chance of
staying in school and completing their high school years.

If the Dolly Parton Imagine Library can improve literacy and
reduce the dropout rate in Cayuga County, then we have
truly made a difference with a simple but effective monthly
distribution of a high quality hard cover book. The
possibilities are limitless. If you know of someone who has
a child from birth to five in Cayuga County and is not
receiving a book, have them go to our website at
WWW.gavrascenter.com to register.

More on Senator Valesky’s Visit

By Nancy Tehan, Success by 6 Coordinator

Along with the new school year, the first Day of School
brought a special visitor to the E John Gavras Center, New
York State Senator Dave Valesky. The 49" senate district is
representative of a smaller portion of Cayuga County but
enthusiasm for the Imagination Library is big. The Senator
has garnered financial support of $10,000 for this project.
This funding will assist the 1,800 children birth to age five
in Cayuga County already enrolled in the Imagination

Library since its kickoff in February of 2008. We are very
thankful.

The visit was very enjoyable. During a tour of the building,
Senator Valesky expressed a great deal of interest in the
programs and services the E. John Gavras Center offers to
the community. In addition to the tour, there was an
opportunity to read aloud to preschoolers on the playground.
Despite the beautiful weather and many fun activities
available on the playground, five children chose a good story
read aloud to them. It was very obvious that this was not the
Senators first read aloud! He did a wonderful job and the
children really enjoyed it.

Doubledays Game

In July, the staff and families of the Gavras Center enjoyed
an evening at Falcon Park. The Doubledays did not win that
night, but a great time, and a wonderful dinner was had by
all. Here are a few photos from the even






