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A Message from Rick Hansinger

The month of June means our preschool year is
winding down which in turn says Day Habilitation
will be gearing up for a busy summer. So as the
weather turns nicer it is also a time to ramp up for
a few months of outdoor activities and
opportunities to enjoy Central New York weather.

At the end of May we had a lot of activity with
staff retirements. Nancy Gremli, Medicaid
Service Coordinator and Carol Klock, Day
Habilitation Community Resource Specialist
retired and we will miss both of them. They both
did outstanding work for Team Gavras. Nancy’s
position we were able to fill prior to her retirement
and we are pleased to announce that Special
Education Teacher Jennifer Walker-Brooks has
accepted the MSC position. The transition worked
out very nicely as Jenn has experience working in
residential programs, as well as a special
education background, which will benefit her
nicely as a Service Coordinator. We wish her well
in her new endeavor.

The month of May also signals the running of the
Soap Box Derby. Once again, we had several
racers compete in the Super Kids Division and
congratulations are in order for all who
participated. Special thanks are given to Marie
Gannetti for her tireless work and dedication in
organizing the super kid’s race, as well as the zita

dinner to honor all of the winners. Great job
Marie!

Lastly, June marks the end of a ten month session
in preschool. The last week of the main school
year is June 23 through June 27, with Friday, June
27 being our end of year preschool staff picnic.
We invite all agency staff to attend and celebrate,
which means all of our sites. Please take a
moment to stop in for a hamburger or hot dog on
that Friday at North Street, just let us know if you
are coming so that we have enough food.
Congratulations again to all of our preschoolers
who will be going on to kindergarten, and to staff
for a job well done this school year.
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Annual Board Dinner

The E. John Gavras Center Annual Meeting and
Dinner was held at the Auburn Holiday Inn on
May 21, 2008. The dining room was full of Board
Members, Staff, a wonderful buffet. and good
cheer. The event was coordinated by Laurie
Wheeler, and all of her efforts were most
appreciated.

The Staff Service Awards were presented by Rick
Hansinger and Mary Beth Leeson as follows:

Five Years Service:

<+ Aaron Clark

< Angela Gannetti
++ Sarah Gleason

s Jenny Myers



¢ Elizabeth Northrup
% Kimberly Rooker
%+ Susan Sargent

< Jena Weed

+* Anna Wilhelm-Ellis

Ten Years Service:
%+ Teresa Foley
% Laurie Wheeler

The staff of the Gavras Center is grateful to our
Board of Directors and all of their efforts
throughout the year. Our 2007-2008 Board of
Directors is comprised of:

¢ President — Mary Beth Leeson
<* Vice President — Ed Gallagher
% Treasurer — Andy Tehan

¢ Secretary — Shelly Lowe

¢ Dr. Farrukh Anwer

< Beth Burgmaster

< Ray Bizzari

%+ Mark Carr

%+ Matt Chatterdon

** Adam Dusscault

%+ John Nicandri

< Ed Onori

%+ Linda Rice

“+ Dave Sperduti

%+ Valerie Wheeler

% Medical Director — Dr. Henry Romano

#+ Consultant — Tom Wood

Soap Box Derby

The Annual Soap Box Derby was held May 24, 2008
on East Genesee Street Hill in Auburn. It was a
beautiful day, and, we had 10 Superkids participating
this year. 2 were new to the race, and we hope to have
even more participants next year. The project was
headed up by Day Hab Team Leader Marie Gannetti
for the second time. There was a small but enthusiastic
turnout, and we hope you all plan to attend next year -
mark your calendars for Memorial Day Weekend.

Retirement

On behalf of the E. John Gavras Center I wish to thank
Nancy Gremli for her many year of extraordinary
service.

Best wishes for a happy healthy retirement!
~ Alison Prentice

KJ the DJ’s Music Corner

By: Kelly Shanahan

In the summer of 1986 a band came to life out of
Orange County, California by the name of No
Doubt. No Doubt began as a garage "ska" band.
Its founder, Eric Stephani, left the band after seven






