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A Message from Rick Hansinger

The month of May is always a busy month, not only at
the Gavras Center but at all schools and programs

located throughout our area. Part of it is better weather

we experience and with that comes additional outside
duties such as lawn mowing, flower planting as well as
outdoor barbecuing.

May is also the month when we hold our annual board
meeting and dinner at the Gavras Center. It is an
opportunity to thank our volunteer board members,
recognize them for their great contribution to the
Center, and also to recognize staff for their years of
service. Awards are given for every five years of
service staff delivers, based upon their date of hire. |
am pleased to report this year we have eleven
dedicated staff receiving service awards. Teresa Foley
and Laurie Wheeler will receive their ten year award,
while Aaron Clark, Anna Wilhelm-Ellis, Marie
Gannetti, Sarah Gleason, Jenny Myers, Liz Northrup,
Kim Rooker, Sue Sargent and Jena Weed will receive
their five year award.

Congratulations to all staff receiving a service award
this year or have received in a previous year. You are
a valuable commodity and from the Board of Directors
to the Administration Team, we truly appreciate your
dedication and service to the Gavras Center. Another
group that also recognizes your contributions, the
families, adults and children we serve.

A great big thank you for your dedication.

Better Speech and Hearing Month

May is Better Speech and Hearing Month, to raise
awareness of communication disorders.

Take a moment or two and visit the American Speech
and Hearing Association’s website www.asha.org for
information and resources for the public and for

professionals.

Gavras Families

Hello! We are the Clark Family! Both of our children
are students at the Center, Bayleigh in the Red Team
and Aidan in the toddler group. Aaron has worked at
the Center for five years as a physical therapist and
Julie has the privilege of being a stay-at-home Mom.
We enjoy visiting friends and family, playing outside
and going for walks.

On Sunday April 28 we participated in 3" annual
Autism Awareness Walk sponsored by the CNY ASA
at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo. The E. John Gavras
Center was also represented by Toni VanNostrand and
her husband Ron, Kelly Greene, Katie Dennis and her
two daughters, Ava and Cameron. We arrived and
were greeted by numerous volunteers who helped us
register and showed us all the cool things that were
being offered for the kids. An entire corner of the
banquet room was dedicated to children — vendors,
resource and support information, toys, jumping pits,
tattoos and two magicians who created amazing
balloon animals, hats and things that were
unrecognizable! They also offered a delicious
continental breakfast. The walk was around the outer
perimeter of the zoo and everyone was able to see the
animals before the zoo opened. The weather was
absolutely gorgeous and it was wonderful to see so






