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A Message from Rick Hansinger

A few weeks back the Rotary Club of Auburn hosted a fun
interactive evening called Joey and Maria’s Comedy
Wedding at the Springside Inn. What a great event and the
proceeds from the program came to us here at the Gavras
Center. | am hoping that pictures from the event make it
into this February Newsletter. The Gavras Center is grateful
to the Rotary Club for hosting the event and I am pleased to
report that we picked up a check for $2,300 last week. The
proceeds from the event will go toward Success By 6 Fall
calendars that are distributed to preschools throughout
Cayuga County.

Another great event took place this past Sunday at Cayuga
Community College, called February Family Fun Day. This
very successful event has been organized by Success By 6
and the most recent one attracted over eight hundred people.
This year, an added bonus was the kickoff of the Dolly
Parton Imagination Library sign up. This program is for all
children from birth to five years of age in Cayuga County,
who when signed up, will have mailed to their house a new
age appropriate book every month until the age of five.
What a wonderful and needed service that is taking place
here in our own county and we are the second approved site
in New York State for this program. Preliminary counts
from the February Family Day show that approximately 300
children signed up to start receiving books in March. The
next push will be to get into preschools and other
community events to sign families up for this wonderful
opportunity. To date, three years worth of funding has been
collected to support and run the Dolly Parton Imagination
Library, which as of now is a five year project. The future
success of this may lie in a membership or gift giving
project, as the cost to operate is $30 a year per child. Think
about that, S30 per year per child and they receive a brand
new hard bound age appropriate book each month delivered
to their home. This is the gift every child in Cayuga County
needs to have. If you need more information, please contact
Nancy Tehan, Success By 6 Coordinator. In addition, we
will soon have this information and an application form
connected to our web site.

Speaking of web sites, I am asking anyone who has fresh
digital pictures of consumers, buildings, program or
anything associated with the Gavras Center, to please email
them (if you only have a few) or put them on a CD and send
over. We are building a library of photographs that will

rotate at our web site and provide fresh and invigorating
updates of everything we do on a daily basis. Please
remember that any consumer or child in a photograph must
have a photo release or we cannot allow their photo to
appear. No names of anyone in the photographs will be used
on our web site, strictly visual depiction only.

Joey and Maria’s Comedy Wedding

As Rick mentioned in his message, Joey and Maria’s
Comedy Wedding was a great success and a fun evening for
all involved. The talented cast interacted with audience
members for over three hours in a favorite Auburn location
for an elegant reception, the Springside Inn.

I did my best to capture the spirit of fun in the following
pictures, but I only scratched the surface.







