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A Message from Rick Hansinger

Welcome to 2010, the beginning of a new decade and
hopefully a new start on economic recovery. My final rote
to staff in December carried a somber note in that New York

State, a truly dysfunctional state, has a long road to recovery.

FFaced with mounting deficits and a politically inactive group
from top to bottom, we have to ask ourselves how we can
even function as a society. Maybe it is “time™ for a tea bag
revolution across the country!

Alas, we continue on and as taxpayers and voters, maybe we
will have a voice in future elections. The reason [ say all of
this, fixing the issues always seems to come down to the
lowest denominator. US! When New York is having their
fiscal woes, the solution, cut rates and programming to the
disabled population. as well as other vulnerable populations.
From the middle 1990’s on, New York State made great
strides in closing developmental centers and placing the
disabled population back into their home communities. This
was the right and the humane thing to do. So it came to be
that community expansion dollars were given to counties to
provide for relocation and reintroduction of the disabled
back into their home area. Wonderful concept, great follow
through, bad future planning, as New York, rather than
reinvest the savings for future growth and higher costs, took
the savings and spent it elsewhere in the state budget. Those
dollar savings (and they were significant) are long gone and
now to save New York, we must cut funding to the very
programs that have enriched the lives of the disabled and
allowed them to function in their home communities.

It is time for parents of the disabled, advocates, caregivers
and anyone else who will listen, to write, call do whatever it
takes to here our voices. Cuts will continue, quality of
programming will suffer and agencies will fail to survive.
For the Gavras Center, we hope to maintain our quality,
continue to provide a stable employment base and most
importantly, care for all who are entrusted to us, our mission
for survival in 2010.

Rose Bowl Parade
By Carol Johnson

We would like to thank all those who helped us attend the
2010 Rose Bowl Parade in Pasadena. California. It was an
event we will never forget! The float was beautiful and
definitely lived up to its name: NEW LIFE RISES! So many
lives were touched by this amazing tribute. The garden of
dedicated roses held over 3000 from across the country
making it even more evident that the volunteering we do is
working to spread the word about organ donation. The
attention to detail on every part of it was incredible. Even
working on it till the last minutes before the judges arrived.
to make sure it looked as good as it could. Tears of joy were
in many eyes as we presented our float to the judges on New
Year’s Eve day. We were all so proud of our
accomplishments and our loved ones that were represented
that day!

(Carol's son Kenneth Sapp was chosen to be honored with
his picture as part of the float, along with other donors, on
the body of the Phoenix on the float.)
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Kenneth's Parents Carol and James (Photo courtesy of Carol Johnson)



The Bubble Man Returns

Doug Rougeux, better known at our preschool as the Bubble
Man, made a return trip to the Gavras Center just before the
Holiday Break on 12/23. He had a few new tricks up his
sleeve including mime and juggling. The bubbles of course,
were the biggest treat, as Doug used music, comedy, and his
quick reactions to entertain us all.

There was a lot of audience participation, peals of laughter,
and the showstopper as always was the giant bubbles, large
enough for a child to stand inside. To recap the bubble
recipe — | gallon of distilled water and 1 cup of blue Dawn
dish detergent.

We at the Gavras Center always look forward to this
performance, full of energy and good clean fun.







